From The President
It's finally Spring according to the calendar! Are you as excited about the upcoming gardening season as I am? Dr. Sams' informative presentation last month enticed me to begin thinking about plants to try this year. MCMG continues to grow and so does attendance. At the March meeting 118 members signed in and we registered 7 guests. Two of the guests have already signed up to take the Master Gardener classes this fall. We are aware that the line backed up last month as members were waiting to check in and will be making adjustments to help the situation. The food should be blessed by 6:30 so that the line starts moving promptly.
With Spring comes our famous plant sale on May 6. Five more $10 gift certificates will be given out at the April meeting so plan to be present and be sure to sign in. Well, "Ole Man Winter" seems to be putting in a late appearance this year! I hope you have been able to dig up some plants and keep them safe and protected for the plant sale. If you have not done so, it is time to divide some of your plants and produce some beautiful specimens for all those folks who will come shopping in May looking for healthy plants. Our shoppers count on us to provide them with plants that we know will survive and thrive here because they have done so in our gardens! What plants can you bring? We will take shrubs; perennials; annuals; outdoor plants; houseplants including tropical; herbs; fruit shrubs/trees and vegetables. We will highlight plants that are good for the pollinators again. These plants will have a special red dot sticker to help shoppers easily identify them. Our experience has taught us that people like unusual and hard to find plants, and named varieties. Ferns always go very well and variegated varieties of the more common plants. It is often difficult to predict what will be the most popular items. Remember that if you need help digging up your plants and potting, you can call Celeste and she will find volunteers to help with that! In recent years we have had a bargain table where everything is $1. This is a place for some of those things that might be very common but that you have plenty of and need to thin out. It is also a place where we put things that just aren't very big but given time will still grow and thrive. You may have some little plants that could go on this table.
Remember to be picking up boxes when you make grocery trips. In the mornings I can usually count on getting 3 or 4 good strawberry or pineapple boxes when they are replenishing the tables. If you can't store them at your house, call Celeste and she will let you know where you can take them.
Sign-up sheets will be out at the April meeting. We will need people to work on Wednesday afternoon from 1 -5 pm (2 shifts), Thursday from 10 am to 5 pm (10 am -2 pm and 2 pm to 5 pm), and on Saturday morning from 7 am to noon. We will need people to help receive plants, attach labels, help with pricing, and place plants in the appropriate place on Wednesday and Thursday. On the day of the sale, May 6 th , we will need greeters, teams of adders, persons to work the holding area, and transporters to help shoppers get their plants to their cars. In addition we will have Brad Moore and David Barnhill overseeing parking for the plant sale. Please do not show up on the day of the sale expecting to work unless you have signed up or been asked by the committee to perform a specific job. Also, if something comes up and you are unable to work on the day you have signed up, please call Judy Rice (731-695-1424) . It is important to be sure that we have enough people working. The Plant List and Label links are on the Madison County Master Gardener Webpage. If you cannot figure out how to print your own labels, please contact Mary Kay Havranek (mkretired08@gmail.com) or Celeste for help. The printed labels are so much neater and easier for our shoppers to read so please make sure that there are printed labels for your plants.
This year we will be trying to make a count of the number of plants that we have in our plant sale. When you bring your plants, you will be asked to sign a register with your name and the number of plants that you brought. This will enable us to provide better information and also know better how to plan in the future.
Remember to spread the word about the plant sale among your family and friends. Remind folks that we take cash or check but not credit cards. The Board has decided that we will not accept credit cards. Thanks for all you do for Madison County Master Gardeners. You are the ones who make the Plant Sale a success. Keep digging and potting! We will receive plants on Wednesday, May 3 rd from 1 -5 pm and Thursday from 10AM -5 PM.
We have many delightful dishes at our meetings. Would you consider sharing recipes ? Send recipes to lizv@tds.net Bernoulli Brew Werks will share how-to's for home brews and you can sample their flavors. Explore the Herb Garden and spot some of the natural ingredients that go into your favorite brews.
Challenge your partner to a round of outdoor lawn games…winner buys the next round! Hot dogs and smores will be provided for roasting over the open fire, and beer will be available for purchase from High Cotton Brewery.
Enter to win a party bike night with Sprock 'N' Roll. MBG members $12/non-members $15
F r i M a r 3 1 , 2 0 1 7 1 P M -2 P M
Preparing Daffodils for Competition
Learn grooming, staging and preparing techniques for entering your flowers into the Daffodil Show. Pick young flowers, put them in water and bring them in to get tips from members of the American Daffodil Society about exhibiting your favorite blooms to their best advantage. Free with regular admission.
Location:
Dixon Gallery and Gardens Winegardner Auditorium Website: http://dixon.org S a t & S u n A pr 0 1 -0 2 , 2 0 1 7 2 P M -5 P M The speaker for the April MCMG meeting is Larry Tucker of the Memphis Hosta Society
The students at South Side are scheduled to give a short update on how our donation of a germination chamber has helped their efforts in horticulture. 
Celeste Luckey Scott April 2017
6 David W. Sams April 2017
Osmocote: As I understand it BWI in Memphis decided that they would not sell osmocote to the MSHS as they had in the past as they are wholesale only and this must be enforced! Dabney's nursery in Memphis then stepped forward and allowed the hosta society to buy using their account. Somehow the order was changed from the osmocote brand to a wholesale brand and from 19-5-7 to 18-5-12. Both contain ample trace elements which are important to someone growing in soil which is mostly sand as I am. The result of all this is that I now have 1000 pounds of generic slow release fertilizer which is identical to osmocote in appearance and likely in utility stacked in my garage. I will package most of it in 10 and 25 pound lots by our next meeting and pass it on to MCMG for $1.00 a pound rather than the $1.50 that was on my previous sign-up sheet. Those who signed up for it at our last meeting are guaranteed to have their order filled if they are willing to use generic osmocote. If you purchase some thank Dabney's for making it possible.
Hypertufa: Making hypertufa is one of several items which appear to have gotten away from Carol and me this year. I have carried newly made hypertufa to the April meeting for people to fill and bring to the plant sale in the past. I will bring any that are available to the April meeting this year if we get some made before the meeting. For those who don't know, I postponed the first hypertufa workshop due snow and excessively bad weather. If we want hypertufa to sell at future plant sales workshops must be held in the fall and the containers held over the winter. I can do that… Nashville Lawn and Garden Show: Still the premier lawn and garden show in the area in my opinion.
Also still a place to spend too much money.
Plant Sale Plants:
Plant sale plants are way ahead this year as are my hostas, shrubbry and even redbuds. Some of the plant sale ferns are almost fully grown. Will my cold frames protect them from hard freezes expected this week? If not, will they grow out again and do it quickly enough for the plant sale? The cold frames are tightly closed and covered with an old tarp tonight. Some plants such as soloman's seal are at the proper stage for transplanting right now but will likely freeze back tonight or tomorrow night. Weather: As I write this we are expecting 21 degrees tonight. There will be damaged and possibly killed plants but most defoliated plants will leaf back out. Leave them alone until you can tell the state they are in and then treat them normally except for pruning off killed or badly injured portions. Extra fertilizer is probably not called for. We are a month from our average frost free date and can only hope that extreme weather does not occur again before warm weather arrives for the summer.
First Estimates of Winter
Injury are below what I expected. Magnolia, azalea and some narcissus flowers are injured or killed. Young expanding leaves of figs, various shrubs, Japanese toad lilies, some ferns and especially hostas were killed. Most of this will grow back out in time but hostas will be smaller than usual. Thank you: I want to thank those who brought me pots and various gifts at our last few meetings. I am always amazed at the number of people who go out of their way to be nice to Carol and me. The master gardeners are truly our extended family and we appreciate them!
Christine Warrington
After having tried several years to get into the Master Gardener Program while residing in North Carolina, it took a move back to Tennessee and a nudge from her mom to get her to jump right into it here before she even owned a home! She was one of 6 in a class of over 50 to successfully complete the volunteer hours and testing needed to complete the course immediately after class requirements.
A committed mom to a NC State graduate who teaches high school Spanish in Clayton, N.C., Ms. Warrington is thrilled to be back in the state of Tennessee as a resident after almost 40 years of living and traveling throughout the United States. She resides on a beautiful horse farm in Humboldt which she has been diligently renovating with their pets Buddy and Smoky-her horses, 3 new barn kittens-Larry, Moe and Curly and their loyal lab Lincoln who is in heaven chasing squirrels all day. The renovations have already taken considerable note globally with her Airbnb Guest House that's rents weekly to travelers all over the world.
As well, Ms. Warrington is a nationally certified and trained benefit auctioneer with additional national certifications as an auction technology specialist and as an estate specialist. She served as class president at Nashville Auction School leading the largest auction fundraising event to date for St. Jude's Hospital during your graduation year.
In her spare time she is active with the University of Tennessee alumni association serving as past president of the North Carolina alumni group and on the board of governors in a marketing capacity. As well, Ms. Warrington has shown additional commitment to her alma mater by joining the ranks of the Alliance of Women Philanthropist. She is an avid traveler and her favorite trip included a week in Iceland snowmobiling across the largest glacier in the European continent with 10 Icelandic women! Currently she serves as Vice President Rotary Club of Humboldt, TN. and continues consulting work in the biotechnology industry which she has worked in for over 30 years.
